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GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE                             

CONGREGATIONAL WELCOME
Welcome to St. Stephen Lutheran:
A Worshipping Community of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, who 
partners with other Christians.  Where the Faith is Taught, Connections are made, 
and people are Cared for.    

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who is eager to forgive
and who loves us beyond our days.  AMEN

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge
our failure to love this world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of mercy and forgiveness,
we confess that sin still has a hold on us.
We have harmed your good creation.
We have failed to do justice,
love kindness,
and walk humbly with you.
Turn us in a new direction.
Show us the path that leads to life.
Be our refuge and strength on the journey,
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. AMEN

Beloved of God:
your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole.
God points the way to new life in Christ,
who meets us on the road.
Journey now in God’s abiding love
through the power of the Holy Spirit.  AMEN



                           
GATHERING SONG   “Shall We Gather at the River”  red book #423



GREETING
During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.  And also with you.

KYRIE                                                                                                             

In peace, in peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, 
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

For your people here who have come to give you praise,
for the strength to live your word, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, and defend us, O God.
Amen.

Text: Lutheran Book of Worship, adapt. Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

                                                                                
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.
Let us pray. 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

The assembly is seated.



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING:  Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4
The reading may be announced: 

The reading may be concluded:  Word of God, word of life.
The assembly responds:  Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 37:1-9
The psalm for the day is read responsively.

SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 1:1-14
The reading may be announced: 
A reading from 2 Timothy

The reading may be concluded:  Word of God, word of life.
The assembly responds:  Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

GOSPEL:  Luke 17:5-10
The gospel is announced.  The holy gospel according to Luke.  Glory to you, O Lord.

The gospel concludes:  The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.
   
SERMON                                                                                                                                         
The assembly is seated.  Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

HYMN OF THE DAY     “Canticle of the Turning”                 red book # 723                           
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.





APOSTLES’ CREED
The Nicene Creed or the Apostles’ Creed may be spoken. The Nicene Creed is appropriate during Advent, 
Christmas, Easter, and on festival days; the Apostles’ Creed during Lent and at other times.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as 
appropriate.

… God of Grace, hear our prayer.
… through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Brief announcements may be made, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in God’s mission in 
the world. Affirmation of Christian Vocation may be used here.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead one of the following or a similar prayer.
Let us pray.  Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs.
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need;
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.  Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING



DIALOGUE The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
 
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE 
The thanksgiving continues with the preface for the day or season:
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,     …join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
The presiding minister continues, using one of the following or another appropriate form.

…the mystery of faith:  Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.
…Grace our table with your presence.  Come, Holy Spirit.
…Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.  Come, Holy Spirit. 
…now and forever.  Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words.

Christ invites you to this table.  Come, taste and see.

The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion.

COMMUNION 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond
Amen.
The ministers commune either after or before others commune.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   
The assisting minister leads one of the following or a similar prayer after communion.
Let us pray.   God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal
with bread for the journey.  Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our 
neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING 
God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth and peace.  
And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, guide you always in faith, hope, and love.  Amen.

SENDING SONG               “Faith Of Our Fathers”                        red book # 812                      





DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister may send the assembly into mission.
Go in peace, with Christ beside you.  Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

TODAY’S SERVANT LEADERS

Randy Gerling, Worship Assistant
Swartz Family, Ushers

Donna Hussey, Audrey Oddman, Altar Guild

James Horan, Director of Music
Rev. Frantisek Janak, Pastor

IN OUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK

God gives us this community, the body of Christ, as the answer to our prayers.
Remember these and all in need as you pray and as you serve.

   Sheri Agens, Amandeep Bedi, Joy Billich, Paul Brunson, Robbie Fallat, Peggy Flannary, 
Sue Ifrach, Pastor Kathryn Irwin and her family, Harry Jacobs, Stephanie Kendall, Elfriede 
Kiesling, Marilynn & Tom Koubek, Joyce Krauss, Mary Jane Kvederas, Odessa Lemley, 
Phil Lore, Vera Millett, Audrey Oddman, George Ruivo, Jacqueline Santiago, Deborah 
Summey and family, Jimmy Tangen, Kirsten Toth, Natasha Vacca, Magda Yuschik, 
Carlton, Everett, Heather, Kevin, Judy, and Chris, Michael, Michelle, and all communities 
and people affected by gun violence and hurricanes.  +  



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Updated Safety Committee Recommendations:
While the policy of optional unmasking in the sanctuary (masks remain mandatory in the 
rest of the building) remains in effect, the Safety Committee has slightly updated its 
recommendation in response to the HIGH community risk level in Middlesex County {as of 
July 26 - 312.1 weekly new reported cases per 100k and 11.3 Weekly COVID admissions per 
100k):

● The Safety Committee  (as per CDC’s recommendation) strongly recommends 
masking (especially with a high filtration mask such as KN95, N95, or KF94), 
frequent handwashing/hand sanitizing and social distancing (including actual 
proximity and limiting touch) between households as these methods  remain an 
effective way to limit both the spreading and contracting of COVID-19. New 
variants of COVID are more transmissible and studies show that reinfections may 
cause more severe disease and long term effects such as brain fog, fatigue, 
shortness of breath, or chest pain.

●  Recommends that community members receive a full vaccination set and the 
number of boosters they are eligible to and able to get.

● Recommends to periodically check county levels of risk/spread to make a personal 
risk assessment, keep up personal hygiene, and pay attention to possible symptoms 
of COVID19 which may include (CDC.gov): fever and chills, cough, shortness of 
breath or difficulty breathing, fatigue, muscle or body aches, headache, new loss of 
taste or smell, sore throat, congestion or runny nose, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea.
 Getting tested for COVID is always a good option if any of these symptoms appear.


